
 

 

2019-2020 School Year Application Packet 
 

“We must help the child to act for himself, will for himself, think for himself,  
this is the art of those who aspire to serve the spirit.”  

- Maria Montessori 
 

Our Mission 

To provide a comprehensive education to students using Montessori principles from preschool 
to elementary. To support every student in becoming a peaceful, independent, confident 
citizen of the world; thoughtful toward others, able to make informed decisions, 
and self-assured. We will offer this in a non-sectarian setting, amid surroundings designed to 
support the principles that have made Montessori one of the most effective education systems 
in the world.  
 
Our Vision 

Our vision is for all children to reach their full potential as collaborative, independent learners 
by providing a Montessori education that nurtures their spirits as they become engaged 
citizens of the world. To build a self-supporting, sustainable Montessori school community in 
the Des Moines metro area that generates children who are self-sufficient, motivated and 
invested in their communities. 

Scientifically Proven Curriculum  

The Montessori Method of education, developed by Dr. Maria Montessori, is a child-centered 
educational approach based on scientific observations of children from birth to adulthood. It is 
a view of the child as one who is naturally eager for knowledge and capable of initiating 
learning in a supportive, thoughtfully-prepared learning environment. It is an approach that 
values the human spirit and the development of the whole child—physical, social, emotional, 
and cognitive.  
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Hallmarks of Montessori  

Components necessary for a program to be considered authentically Montessori include 
multi-age groupings that foster peer learning, uninterrupted blocks of work time, and guided 
choice of work activity. In addition, a full complement of specially designed Montessori learning 
materials are meticulously arranged and available for use in an aesthetically pleasing 
environment. The teacher, child, and environment create a learning triangle. The classroom 
is prepared by the teacher to encourage independence, freedom within limits, and a sense of 
order. The child, through individual choice, makes use of what the environment offers to 
develop himself, interacting with the teacher when support and/or guidance is needed. 
 
Multi-age groupings are a hallmark of the Montessori Method: younger children learn from 
older children; older children reinforce their learning by teaching concepts they have already 
mastered. Students remain with a teacher for three years, providing an opportunity for in-depth 
and long-term learning. This multi-age arrangement also mirrors the real world, where 
individuals work and socialize with people of all ages and dispositions. 
 
Dr. Montessori observed that children experience sensitive periods, or windows of opportunity, 
as they grow. As their students develop, Montessori teachers match appropriate lessons and 
materials to these sensitive periods when learning is most naturally absorbed and internalized. 
 
In early childhood, Montessori students learn through multi-sensory motor activities, working 
with materials that develop their cognitive powers through direct experience: seeing, hearing, 
tasting, smelling, touching, and movement. In the elementary years, the child continues to 
organize his thinking through work with the Montessori learning materials and an 
interdisciplinary curriculum as he passes from the concrete to the abstract.  He begins the 
application of his knowledge to real-world experiences. 
 
This organization of information—facts and figures—prepares the child for the world of 
adolescence, when thought and emotion evolve into understanding more abstract, universal 
concepts such as equity, freedom, and justice. 
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Our Classrooms 

Montessori classrooms are beautifully crafted environments designed to meet the needs of 
children in a specific age range. Dr. Maria Montessori referred to these as developmental 
planes. Each developmental plane acts on particular needs and tendencies. The classrooms 
are designed to meet those needs.  

Primary, ages 3-6 

The Montessori Primary classroom is focused on: 

● Fostering the growth of functional independence, task persistence and self-regulation. 

● Promoting social development through respectful, clear communication and safe, 
natural consequences. 

● Offering a large variety of materials for the refinement of sensory perception and the 
development of literacy and mathematical understanding. 

● Offering opportunities for imaginative exploration leading to confident, creative 
self-expression. 

Curriculum components: Sensorial, Practical Life, Language, Arts, Mathematics, Culture, 
Science.  

Elementary, ages 6-12 

The Montessori Elementary classroom is focused on:  

● Offering opportunities for collaborative intellectual exploration in which the child’s 
interests are supported and guided. 

● Supporting the development of self-confidence, imagination, intellectual independence 
and self-efficacy. 

● Fostering an understanding of the child’s role in their community, in their culture and in 
the natural world.  

Curriculum components: Language Arts, Mathematics, Geometry, Culture, Zoology, Botany, 
History, Geography, Peace Education, Grace and Courtesy 

Enrichment 

Children have access to physical education, art, music, and nature on a weekly basis. 
Montessori education nurtures each child’s individual strengths and interests and we believe 
this is achieved in many settings. Montessori education encourages children to explore their 
world, and to understand and respect the life forms, systems and forces of which it consists. 
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Building a Family to School Community 

Building a strong sense of community between school and home is essential for the success of 
our school.  This connection is brought forth through an inclusive partnership with families to 
provide children the most enriching personal growth experience balanced with a strong 
academic foundation. 
 
Parents are invited and encouraged to participate in the school community in some of the 
following ways:  

• Volunteering to read to emerging readers 
• Sharing their professional expertise and special talents with the students 
• Participating in special celebrations and special days in the classrooms 
• “Couch Conversations” - Montessori parent education workshops providing 

curriculum and material lessons 
• Helping with specific projects  

 
New families are welcomed into our school community with a special Meet and Greet event 
before the start of the school year. 
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Tuition 

Tuition for the academic year is set by the Birchwood Board of Directors in January of each 
year and has been set at $7,000 for our full-time primary program, $4,000 for our half-time 
primary program and $5,000 for our elementary program for the 2019-20 school year. Tuition 
Assistance in the form of scholarship awards are available on a limited basis to families. Please 
visit our website for more information about this.  
 
There are three ways to make tuition payments. 
1)  Plan A: Payment in full due by August 1. A 5% discount is applied.  
2)  Plan B: Trimester payments due August 1, December 1, and March 1. A 3% discount is 
applied.  
3)  Plan C: Ten monthly payments due on the first of each month from August 1 through May 1. 
 
Sibling discount: a 5% discount for each additional child will be implemented 
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Birchwood Montessori Application for Enrollment 2019-2020 

Enrollment (please circle):  Fall 2019 Winter 2020 Spring 2020 

Please indicate which program(s) you are applying for: 

Primary (ages 3-6)* 
*Children must be bathroom 

independent by the first day of school 

Elementary (ages 6-12)  Extended Care 

• Half day (8:15am - 11:45am)  • Elementary, ages 6-12 
(8:15am – 2:45pm) 

 

• Before school 
7:30am-8:15am 

• Full day (8:15am – 2:45pm)  • After school 2:45pm – 
5:30pm 

 

Student Information: 

First 

 

Middle  Last  Name called 

Gender 

 

Date of Birth  Age  

 

Parent/Guardian Information: 

Parent Name 

 

Parent Name 

Address 

 

Address 

City                                              State                Zip 

 

City                                              State                Zip 

Home phone 

 

Work phone  Home phone  Work phone 

Cell phone 

 

Preferred phone  Cell phone  Preferred phone 

Employer  Occupation  Employer  Occupation 

Email  Email 
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Please submit this form, along with the $50 nonrefundable application fee to: 

Birchwood Montessori 
℅ Admissions Team 
4801 Franklin Avenue #1159 
Des Moines, IA 50310 
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